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A News let te r for th e
GR A NDV A LL EY
STAT E U N I VE R S ITY

Co mmu nity
Vo lume 20, Numbe r 30

Mo nday, March 4, 1996

Patrick Duncan Returns to Campus
At a b rown bag lunch w ith stude nts
and fac ul ty last week, screenw riter
Patri ck Dunca n reca lled the years he
spent at his alma mater, Gra nd Va lley .
"Yo u know, I don 't fee l too fa r away
from my time here at Grand Va lley," he
told Professor of English Milt Ford , w ho
helped orga nize Dunca n's visit. "It
seems like I was just here."
Dunca n, a 1974 graduate, talked
about the success of his recent movies,
Mr. Holland's Opus, Nick of Time, and
A Home of Our Own, which have
earned him $4.5 mill ion. He also spoke
of his cu rrent projects, including his
recentl y p ublished book, Courage
Under Fire, which w ill be released as a
movie in Ju ne ; a play about the Los
Angeles riots that opens in Ap ril ; and a
movie script for producer Ron Howa rd.
Students fired questio ns at Duncan,
48, who explained how his backgrou nd
in Histo1y at Grand Valley he lped him
with his screen w riting. "Histo1y is very
o rga ni zatio nal," he said , "putting time
and schematics together. That's how
you put screen plays together. "
When Duncan explained where he
gets script ideas , he conceded that no t
all his work has been of Mr. Holla n d 's
Op us calibe r. He admitted that he w rote
the script for the film Beach Girls.
Grand Valley alumnus Patrick Sheane Duncan (right), seated beside Milt Ford, shared his experiences with students and faculty during a brown bag lunch discussion on campus last week.

ship Drive last Friday w ith a "Sp ring
Musical Medley." They hope to raise
$305,000.

"I got $2,000 fo r it; wrote it in three
clays," Duncan sa id. "This producer
came to me . He had a Beach Girls
poster and said , 'I need a script in three
clays to take to Cannes . Can yo u do it?'
So I d id ." Duncan pulled all-nighters
while wo rking clays as an accountant
and delivered the script o n time. He
didn't hear anyth ing from the pro ducer
until three years later w he n he was
asked to do a rewrite .

The on-air pledge drive began w ith
the premiere of Les Miserables in
Con cert on Friday nig ht and continues

Dunca n, who went to college on the
G.I. Bill after serving in Vietnam,
worked nights at a fa ctory in Holland

Across Campus
Pledge Drive Begins
Its First Week
West Michiga n Public Broa dcasting
television statio ns
WGVU-TV 35 and
WGVK-TV 52 began
their Spring Membe r-

continued on page 3
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Coming Events
Faculty Workshops Continue
The next workshop sponsored by the
Faculty Teaching Center is titled "The Trials
and Triumphs of Collaborative Teaching : or
How Can Students be Leaders in the
Classroom?" It will be conducted by Ru ssell
Rhoads on Monday, March 11, fro m 3 - 4
p.m. in the Grand Rive r Roo m in the
Kirkhof Center. AJl facu lty are invited to
attend.

SSB Alumni Association
Reports
The Seidman School of Business Alumni
Association , formed just over a yea r ago to
support and advance the Seidman School,
joins w ith the World Affairs Council to
present Joseph Stewart, senio r vice president
of corporate affairs at Kellogg Compan y and
current member of the Grand Valley Board
o f Control, at their next breakfast series on
Thu rsday, March 14, at 7:30 a. m.
The GVSU Forum is
published by the Office of
Unive rsity Communicatio ns
every Monday when classes are
in session and biweekly during
the sum me r. The submiss ion
dead line is Tuesday noon. Send
publication items to Kathleen
Adams, ed itor, c/ o the FORUM
cc: Mail box. From off ca mpus,
emai l forum@gvsu.edu.
Te lepho ne : 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE o n the World Wide Web
at: http:// www.gvsu.edu/

Anyone wishing to attend should ca ll the
Seidman School of Business Dean 's Office,
x2160, to make rese1vations. The event is
he ld at the Eberhard Cente r, and there is no
charge.
The first Alumni Awards Banquet will be
held at the Meadows Resta ura nt o n Ma rch
22. The first four M.B.A . grad uates, fro m the
class of '75, w ill be honored that evening,
along w ith four outstanding stude nts and
o ne facu lty member.
The Seidman School of Business Alumni
Associatio n has sponsored a number of
activities since it was established last year.
More than 300 alumni and their fa milies
enjoyed an evening at the ba ll park watching
a White Caps Baseball game last summer.
Other events included an evening at Circle
Theatre, a Gourmet Dinner and Wine
Tasting, and the o ngoing SSB Alumni
Associatio n breakfast series. The assoc iation
also sponsored a performance of "The King
and I," presented by the Gra nd Rapids Civic
Theatre, last week.
The SSB Alumni Board, composed of 24
me mbe rs, meets bi-monthly and welcomes
the suppo rt and ideas of the Gra nd Va lley
community.

Seidman School of Business
Presents Seminar on Hedging
Find o ut how to compete in the foreign
exchange arena by attending the "Foreign

Exchange Management Seminar" sponsored
b y the Seidman School of Business and
presented by Shoup Associates and Globa l
Ana lytics Futures Inc . This seminar,
designed for small and mid-sized compa nies
as well as large corporatio ns, wi ll be he ld
o n Thursday, March 21 , fro m 8:30-11:30 a. m.
at the Eberhard Center. Topics include: Five
Basic Concepts of Foreign Exchange;
Locking in the Dollar; and Fundame ntals of
Hedging. The cost for the seminar is $85 per
pe rson. For rese1vatio ns o r mo re info rmatio n, ca ll Janice at the Office for Economic
Expansion at x6664 .

University Club News
The Grand Valley University Club invites
the campus community to a St. Patrick's Day
Dinner Party at the Meadows. Jo in hostesses
Cathie Jones-Rikkers and Sharon Pa lmitier
on Saturday, March 16, at 7 p.m. , fo r free
green beer and ho rs d'oeuvres. Lew Russ
w ill appear as the special musical guest.
Cost is $15 per person for UClub members
and $20 per person fo r no n-membe rs. The
Meadows w ill se1ve an Irish buffet including
corned beef and cabbage, Shephe rd 's Pie ,
and Irish Cream Bash Cake. Contact Sharon
Palmitier by cc:Ma il o r call x6770 for
reservations.

Patrick Duncan
Returns
continued }i'om page 1

w hile attending classes during the clay. He
recall ed taking traditio nal classes and
studying Shakespeare as we ll as taking a
science fi ctio n class in Wi lliam James
College. "I even wrote film reviews for the
Lanthorn," he sa id.
Also, during his GVSU visit last week,
Duncan offered comments afte r a screening
of his critically accla imed 84 Charlie MoPic,
the Vietnam Wa r series on HBO. He also
condu cted screenwriting workshops ,
lectured to Communicatio ns classes and
presided over a free showing of his
autob iograp hica l movie, A Home of Our
Own, that was sponsored by the Grand
Rapids Humanities Council and shown at
Studio 28.
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
Thomas Jeavons, director of the
Center on Philanthropy and No nprofit
Lea de rship, tra veled to Ya le last week
to lead a seminar for the Ya le Program
on Nonp rofit Organizations o n the topic
of "Identifying Characteristics of Religio us Organizations."
Mary deYoung, professor of Socio lo-

gy, w ill have an article titled "Breeders
for Satan: Towa rd a Sociology o f Sexual
Trauma Tales" published in the Journal
of American Culture.
Scott Vanderberg, operations facilitator with the School of Communications,
was one of eight ca me ra persons
videotaping the stage play "Stop The
Wo rld - I Want To Get Off" at
Muskegon 's Frauenthal Theater in
January, for broadcast on the Arts and
Entertainment channel on Saturday,
March 9, at 10 p.m. and Sunday, March
10, at 9 p.m. The play stars Pete r Scolari
and Stephanie Zimbalist and was taped
before a live audience.

Faite R-P. Mack and Thomas E.
Jackson, professors in the School of

Education , participated w ith Verno n G.
Smith (Indiana University) in a presentation at the 48th annual meeting o f the
American Association of Colleges for
Teache r Education in Chicago last
month. The title of their paper was
"Perceptions o f Minority Middle School
Stude nts in Rega rd to Teaching as a
Ca reer Cho ice: 1995 Gary, India na
Survey ."
Martha Golensky and Barbara A.K.
Adams, assista nt p rofessors in the

School of Publi c Administration ,
presented a wo rksho p titled "The
Conscious Use of Self: Practitio ne r to
Edu cato r" at the 19th Natio nal Confere nce o n Teaching Public Administration
in Sava nn ah, Georgia. Their paper was
published in the Confere nce Proceedings.
Jonathan White, directo r of the
School of Criminal Justice, w ill lecture
on American do mestic terrorism at the
Bramshill Po lice Staff College in the
United Kingdom this mo nth. The course
will be atte nded by West European
command offi cers charged w ith counterterro rism.
Janet Vail, research associate at the
Water Resources Institute , made a
presentation titled "Principles of

Teaching Technical Informatio n to
Adults" at the Great Lakes Regional
Pollution Prevention Roundtable
meeting in Chicago last month. She
serves on the steering committee for
this binational organization of technica l
assistance programs.
Paul Fishback , ass istant professor in

the Department of Mathematics and
Statistics, was recently involved with an
undergraduate resea rch project titled
"On the Differentiability of Certain Area
Fu nctions," along with two GVSU
students, Nicholas and Tobias Moleski .
The group worked on a problem in
advanced calculus posed in the American Mathematical Monthly. Their
results , which disproved a conjecture
made in that article , we re presented at a
recent poster sessio n of the Mathemati-

cal Association of America in Orlando.
Funding for the project was obtained
through the GVSU Science and Math
Summer Undergraduate Research
Program as well as the Council o n
Undergraduate Research.
Janet Ruth Heller, visiting assistant
professor of English , published an
article titled "A Seventeenth Century
Poet Rediscovered" in the January issue
of the journal Belles Lettres. The article
concerns poetry by Ephelia, a British
woman from the late 1600s.
Kurt Thompson, research assistant II
at the Water Resources Institute ,
conducted a workshop titled "1996
Gypsy Moth GIS" in the Information
Service Center-WR! in Padnos Hall.
Thompson was also awarded the USDA
continued on page 4

Across Campus
continued ji'om page 1
w ith Pete,; Paul and Maiy "Lifelines "
o n Tuesday, March 5, at 9 p.m., and
That 's Entertainment, Wednesday,
March 6, at 8 p.m.

"Public television is for eve1yone ,"
says program manager Ca rrie Corbin.
"Music is also for everyo ne, and the
combinatio n of mu sic and performance
programming on public te levision has
proven quite successful during past
pledge drives ."
Othe r program highlights include :
Red Green in Michigan, featuring Steve
Smith as the d1y-witted Reel Green in
East Lansing fo r a three-ho ur live
special, o n Saturday, Ma rch 9, at 8 p.m.
and Ted Nugent Spirit of the Wild On
Safari, w hich w ill a ir o n Thursday,
Ma rch 14, at 9:30 p.m.

Co to College - Save a Life
Organizers re ported that 96 people
were screened during the Second
Annual GVSU Mino rity Bone Marrow
Drive he ld February 23 in the Office of
Minority Affairs. Pote ntial dono rs are
given a routine blood test and the

sample is typed and then e ntered into a
natio nal computer regist1y. Because
bone marrow is ethnic-specific, there is
a pressing need for minority dono rs.
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Calendar of Events
General Events

Mon.,Mar.4

Tues. , Mar. 5

1\1es ., Mar. 5

8:30 a. m.-12: 30 p.m.: Seminar. "Exporting Basics." Cost $40, EC.
Call Janice, x6664.
Fri. , Mar. 8

8 a.m.-12 noon: Wo rkshop . "Records Management. " Cost $50,
EC. Ca ll The Direction Center, 459-3773.

12 noon: Men's Tennis at Austin Peay. Hilton Head Island, SC.
12 noon: Men 's Tennis at Vassar. Hilton Head Island , SC.
Wed. , Mar.6

12 noon: Men 's Tennis at Belmont-Abbey. Hilto n Head Island,
SC.
1 p.m.: Women's Golf at Methodist College. Fayetteville, NC.
Thurs. , Mar. 7

Sports

11 a.m.: Men 's Tennis at Wingate. Hilton Head Island , SC.

Sports Hotline: 895-3800. Game times subject to change.
Fri. , Mar. 1-Sat. , Mar. 9
Softball. Spring Trip. Fort Meye rs, FL.
Sun ., Mar. 3
4 p.m.: Me n's Te nnis at Slippery Rock. Hilton Head Island , SC.

Fri. , Mar. 8

12 noon: Men's Tennis at Catawba. Hilto n Head Isla nd , SC.
Fri. , Mar. 8-Sat., Mar. 9
TBA: Men's & Women's Track & Field . NCAA Divisio n II
Na tiona l Indoor Champio nships. Location TBA.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued.from page 3
Forest Serv ice's Good Ne ig hbo r Awa rd fo r his wo rk in the
1995 Cooperative Gypsy Moth Suppress io n Project in
Mi chigan.

In the News
Ron Ward was interviewed by the Muskegon Cbronicle

rega rdin g GVSU's new resea rch vessel, the WG. Jackson.
The article appea red in the Su nday, February 25 editio n .

Patrick Sandro, visiting professor in the School of
Education serving as specia l ass ista nt for pu blic school
acade mies, was interviewed by Grand Rapids Magazine
regardin g an article abo ut cha rte r schools. The a rticle
a ppea re d in the March 1996 issue.
Allan Ten Eyck, clean of the School o f Edu cation , a nd
Patrick Sandro we re inte rviewed in a Fe brua1y 26 a rticle in
the Grand Rapids Press rega rding the controversy abo ut
public school teache rs and charter schools.

